
Location

Address: 825 SE Birch Ave, College Place, WA, 99324, USA
Geographic Areas: Walla Walla County, T07R35E36, COLLEGE PLACE Quadrangle

Information
Number of stories: 2.00

Architect/Engineer:

Category Name or Company

Historic Context:

Category

Architecture

Historic Use:

Category Subcategory

Domestic Domestic - Single Family House

Domestic Domestic - Single Family House

Construction Type Year Circa
Built Date 1905

Construction Dates:
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Project Number, Organization, 
Project Name

Resource Inventory SHPO Determination SHPO Determined By, 
Determined Date

2019-01-00432, , City of College 
Place Reconnaissance and 
Intensive Level Survey

5/9/2019  

Local Registers and Districts
Name Date Listed Notes

Project History

Thematics:
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West facade.

Associated garage.

Southwest corner.

Photos

East gable ends.

South facade looking east.

Northwest corner.
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Northwest corner.
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Inventory Details - 5/9/2019

Characteristics:
Category Item

Foundation Concrete - Poured

Form Type Single Dwelling

Roof Type Gable - Front

Roof Material Asphalt/Composition - Shingle

Cladding Wood - Clapboard

Structural System Wood - Platform Frame

Plan Rectangle

Cladding Wood - Shingle

Styles:
Period Style Details

Late Victorian Period Free Classic

Detail Information

Common name:

Date recorded: 5/9/2019

Field Recorder: Spencer Howard

Field Site number:

SHPO Determination

Surveyor Opinion

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: Yes

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No
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Significance narrative: The property, constructed ca. 1905 according to the Walla Walla County Assessor, does 
appear indi-vidually eligible under National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Criterion C, 
as it does embody the distinctive characteristics of a period of construction. The scale, 
porch, canted bay, and overall facade composition stands out as one of if not the largest 
and most intact example within the city reflecting the prominence of the style when 
constructed. The building retains its setting on a large parcel. 
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion A, as it is does 
not have a known important association with a single event or pattern of events 
significant to the city’s architec-tural history.
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion B, as it is does 
not illustrate a specific person’s important achievements. 
The property does not appear individually eligible under NRHP Criterion D, as it is does 
not have im-portant information that can contribute to our understanding of human 
history. 
The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and associ-ation. The basement level window changes and alterations to the 
detached garage do not detract from the overall visual character of the house. 
The property is not located within a potential National Register of Historic Places historic 
district.
The building occupies a prominent corner lot within the 1892 College Place plat filed by 
the General Conference Association of the Seventh-day Adventists. By 1948, Merle V. 
and Mamie Griffin owned and lived in the building. Merle worked as a baker at the Walla 
Walla Baking Company, which became Snyder’s Bakery by 1953, through 1955. Mamie 
worked as the superintendent of Dorcas Home (112 SW 1st Street) through 1957. By 
1955, Merle worked as a laborer at Milton Nursery, and then a lumber grader at the 
Athena Mill. 
In 1958, Mamie transferred part interest in the house to Darius and Lillian Blain, and in 
1959 and then in 1972 transferred part interest to Earnest L. and Agnes P. Purves. Darius 
W. Blair was married to Lilli-an P. and worked as a salesman with Mutual of Omaha 
Insurance. Ernest Pervis was married to Agnes and worked at Harris Pine Mill, and by 
1965 worked as a teacher in Wapato. By 1962 part of the build-ing had been converted 
for apartment use and was listed as 825-1/2, with Harley G. Witzel living in the rental 
unit. By 1963 the entire house was vacant. In 1969, Victor Purvis, a student at Walla 
Walla Col-lege and wife Connie K. lived in the house along with renters Michael Otter, a 
student at Walla Walla College and wife Beverly LaVon, an LPN with Dr. Bohlman. Victor 
owned the building by 1970 and then sold it to Joe W. Dickerson on March 1, 1977 
(warranty deed 569508). Joe transferred the property to a revocable trust held by 
Southwest Estate Services, Inc. on January 1, 1980 (warranty deed 8000215). On 
February 25, 1998, the property was returned via quit claim deed 9801916 to Joe and 
Gladys Dick-erson, who then gifted the house to Stephen and Barbara Dickerson on 
February 25, 1998 (quit claim deed 9801917). By 2019, Adrian R and Karin N Gasparotti 
owned the building.

Physical description: This platform-frame single-family house fronts SE Birch Avenue. The Queen Anne style 
(Free Classic subtype), two story residence stands on a board formed, poured concrete 
foundation and follows a rectangular plan. The front facade consists of a canted first 
story bay with the second story overhang-ing at the canted corners, and a half facade 
front porch. The front porch extends slightly below the second story, and projects out 
beyond the plane of the front facade to provide a large porch area. 
The front gable roof has prominent side gable roofed dormers. A lower front gable 
projects out over the front porch. A lower dual pitch, rear gable roof projects of the rear 
facade. All roofs feature mod-est gable overhangs and boxed eaves. Gable ends of the 
main roof feature cornice returns, with the cornice extending across the full width of the 
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gable at the roof dormers and front porch roof. Asphalt composition shingles clad the 
roofs. The cornice consists of a wide frieze board at the top of the walls with a convex 
molding along the lower edge and a prominent bed molding along the top edge at the 
juncture with the boxed eave. A wide fascia and prominent shingle molding wrap along 
the front face of the boxed eaves. The gables all feature prominent rake moldings. Two 
chimneys service the build-ing, an original brick gable end chimney and a concrete block 
eave wall chimney added off the north side of the house. 
Clapboard siding clads the first and partial second story of the house and dormers with 
corner boards at exterior corners (except at the canted bay). Fish scale shingles clad the 
upper portions of the main gable ends, and the gable ends of the dormers and the front 
porch gable. A wide frieze board with a projecting shingle molding along its top edge 
transition on the main gable ends between the clapboard and shingles. A tall water table 
wraps around the base of the house. A slightly shallower profile clap-board clads the 
enclosed porch at the southeast corner of the house. 
Windows consist predominately of single and paired 1:1 wood sash with stile extensions 
on the upper sash. The middle window on the front canted bay features a narrower 
upper sash with a larger lower sash. Single lite windows occur on the west end of the 
north and south facades. The gable end of the front main gable features a round window 
with curved casings. First story windows feature prominent hoods with casings and lug 
sills. Second story and gable windows feature the same casings and sills but utilize the 
frieze board as the header. Single lite vinyl windows provide day lighting at the 
basement. Single lite, wood sash, horizontal slider windows provide day lighting at the 
southeast enclosed porch. These windows share a continuous sill. 
The building has three entrances, the front porch, a rear porch, and a north side 
entrance. The front porch consists of three columns supporting a boxed beam along the 
outer edge of the gabled porch roof. The porch has a tongue and groove wood deck with 
added metal railings between the posts and along the stairs. Plywood skirting wraps the 
porch. A direct flight of replacement stairs leads up to the porch from the front sidewalk. 
The front entrance has a prominent hood and casings matching the windows. A second 
set of casings step out from the main casings providing an attachment for the screen 
door. The north side entrance consists of a small wood landing and stairs with metal 
railings and a shed roof over the landing and stairs. The entrance door consists of a lower 
panel and upper lite. 
The house stands on a large site at the northeast corner of SE Birch Avenue and SE 9th 
Street. The house is placed along the south side of the side with an expansive yard to the 
north and west. A large garage is located to the rear, east, of the building. The garage 
consists of a platform frame clipped ga-ble building clad with drop siding. Asphalt 
composition shingles clad the main roof with corrugated metal on the west, north and 
east shed roof additions. The garage has two automobile doorways on its south end. 
Plain casings wrap the openings. Shed roof additions project off the east, north, and west 
sides of the garage. The east and west additions each have a metal roll up garage 
doorway on their south ends. The west side of the west garage addition is clad with lap 
siding and has 1:1 vinyl windows. 
The building’s cladding remains intact with slight window and plan changes. Alterations 
based on building permits include: ca. 1925 interior remodel work; 1956, city sewer 
connection; 1961, meter connection; 1970, installed a new furnace and in the upstairs 
bedroom installed a space heater; 1977, constructed two additions on each side of an 
existing garage; and, 1986, built a concrete block chim-ney for a wood stove. A small 
added shed roof extends off the north side of the house, and another small shed roof 
projects off the south side of the house at the southeast corner. Basement windows 
were replaced with vinyl windows.
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Bibliography: City of College Place building permit records. 
R. L. Polk & Company, Inc., “Walla Walla City and County Directory (Washington). (R. L. 
Polk & Compa-ny, Inc.: Seattle, 1949 through 1969).
Walla Walla County Assessor property record data, including estimated year built.
Walla Walla County Assessor, property record card. Eastern Washington State Archives.
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